[Histologic examination of slow epiphyseal distraction in the femur of rabbits].
Slow, symmetric epiphyseal distraction of the distal femur has been performed in 30 immature rabbits aged 10 weeks (group 1) and 16 weeks (group 2). Histological examination has been carried out after 2, 4, 12 and 24 weeks of distraction in both groups. In all animals hyperplasia and hypertrophy of the distracted epiphysis and regular remodeling of the bony growth zone were found after 4 weeks of follow-up. No premature closure of the physis has been noted compared to the controls. Histological differences observed were attributed to various, age related biological potential and they resulted from physiological involution.